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NOTES AND NEWS 



The following is from the Athenceum of June 2: "An excellent 
article on ' The Origin and Development of Sufism ' appears in the April 
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. The author, Mr. Reynold Nichol- 
son, thinks that though quietism and mysticism were not unknown to the 
earliest Mohammedans, a complete change took place in this respect about 
800 A.D., and that this must be attributed to the influence of the Greek 
mystics, as exemplified by the Christian Gnostics and the pagan Neo- 
Platonists. . . . The more speculative features of Sufism were, as Mr. 
Nicholson clearly shows, taken straight from the later Greek philosophy, 
which no doubt found congenial soil in the minds of the Persians, who 
were as Aryan as the first founders of philosophy." 

According to the British Medical Journal, a general institute of psy- 
chology is to be established in Paris at an early date. The institute will 
be devoted largely to the study of phenomena of subconsciousness, the 
causes of criminality and means for combating social evils. The plan 
owes its initiation to Professors Brouardel, dArsonval and Gariel, and 
MM. Boutroux, Giard and A. Picard. 

The death is reported of Hermann Obst, the distinguished anthro- 
pologist. He helped to found the Volkermuseum, of Leipzig, and was 
reputed to be one of the chief authorities on Asiatic races. 

Dr. Knight Dunlap, instructor in psychology at the University of 
California, has been elected instructor in psychology at the Johns Hop- 
kins University. 

Dr. Karl Robert Edouard von Hartman, known for his philosophical 
and literary publications, died at Berlin, on June 6, at the age of sixty- 
four years. 

It is reported that the Andover Theological Seminary is likely to be 
merged with the divinity school of Harvard University. Andover has 
considerable endowments, but only fourteen students. 

M. Pierre Janet, professor of experimental psychology in the College 
de France, has been appointed lecturer at Harvard University next year, 
and will give a course on the symptoms of hysteria. 

Swan Sonnenschein and Co. have published a second edition of 
Mr. C. H. Hinton's book on the fourth dimension. The present edition 
contains a new chapter of twenty-three pages on a language of space. 
The new chapter is also published separately. 

The Clarendon Press is bringing out ' An Introduction to Logic,' by 
Mr. H. W. B. Joseph, fellow and tutor of New College. 



